        Japan Karate Association /World Federation Americas’ Director’s Meeting 

                                Panama City, Panama 
- June 3, 2010


Attendees:


Shojiro Koyama – Director

Shigeru Takashina – Director


Nariman Afkhami – President


Yasuaki Nagatomo – Director

South Atlantic Region Albert Ikeda 

Mountain Region - 
Albert Thiel

Central Region -
 Neeraj Dhawan 

Panama - 

Arturo Worrell 

Costa Rica - 

Julio Alvarado, 

Guyana - 

 Christopher Chavez

Mexico - 

Gabriel Zamacona

Mr. Nagatomo called the meeting to order and expressed his appreciation for all of those attending today’s meeting.  

Mr. Afkhami also thanked the attendees and stated that this National Camp and Goodwill Tournament will be well attended.  He estimated that there were over 170 attendees for the Karate camp and Tournament of which 70 participates were from outside of Panama.  

The first discussion was about where we will hold the 2011 JKA/WF Camp. It was noted that camps outside of the United States were not well attended by USA members and camps in the USA were not well attended by the non-USA members.  Mr. Afkhami therefore suggested that future camps be held in alternating countries as well as locations.  For example, one year in Santa Fe, New Mexico and the next year in Panama City, Panama.  Mr. Nagatomo says that it was a good idea since our name of JKA/WF indicates that we are a World Federation.  Mr. Takashina suggested that we hold the next year’s camp again in Santa Fe, New Mexico.  

Mr. Dhawan offered to host 2011 National Camp and Tournament.  He stated that their club is centrally located in the suburb of Chicago and close to a railroad commuter train station.  He has a student that is affiliated with a local university that has access to a gym facility.  Mr. Koyama expressed his concern about limited experience in Central Region’s new organization and clubs.  

Discussion was had of where to have the 2011 National Camp. By Motion of Mr. Albert Thiel, seconded by Mr. Arturo Worrell, and by unanimous vote. It was decided to have the camp in New Mexco in 2011.

2011 National Tournament. This was left open but the consensus seemed to be to hold it with the National Camp

Mr. Worrell pointed out that while we need to expand, it is difficult for some JKA/WF members to get visas to travel to the USA for camps and tournaments.  

There was a brief discussion about the timing of the 2011 camp.  Would it be better to have the camp in June or mid July when school is out.  The representative from Guyana stated that the reason there were only 12 attendees from their country was that many of the 90 students were new.  

It was proposed that we vote on the 2011 location and then decide on the future locations at the next directors meeting.  Mr. Afkhami proposed that the 2011 camp and tournament be held in Santa Fe, New Mexico.  Mr. Worrell seconded the motion.  All participates agreed.  Furthermore, it was left to New Mexico to decide and inform everyone of the final dates.

Mr. Nagatomo announced that Mr. Ueki has been promoted to Chief Instructor of JKA.  He suggested that we invite him to the 2011 Camp and Tournament.  He also suggested that we invite the JKA Canada organization.  Mr. Koyama raised a concern about inviting Mr. Ueki in light of the fact that he would not be able to attend and would send a delegate.  It was suggested that Mr. Nagatomo attempt to have a substitute like Mr. Tanaka or Mr. Osaka or graciously decline on any other names.  

Mr. Afkhami reported that he has been in contact with Mr. Jerry Katawar from Mr. Mikami’s JKA American Federation.  The idea is to consider having joint Camps and Tournaments with Mr. Mikami and Mr. Mori students.  Mr. Takashina raised the question about the purpose of this joint camp.  The discussion centered on the USA team selection for the future Funakoshi Cup Tournaments as was done in 2008.  In interest of time, it was suggested that Mr. Afkhami work out the details and present his recommendation at a future meeting.

Mr. Nagatomo said that he was asked on his recent visit to Japan about why there isn’t one USA camp and if Mr. Koyama could facilitate this idea with Mr. Mori and Mr. Mikami.  

Mr. Nagatomo reminded the group that the students in the Instructor Training Program only need to complete 3 topics given to them by the Masters, as well as 1 topic of their own choice to complete the written papers.  Instructor training program. The coursework must be completed first before the exam. The number of subjects needed was subject to further discussion among the directors.

Mr. Nagatomo announced that Mr. Koyama has been appointed as the International Director of North America for Japan Karate Association.  

Mr. Nagatomo passed out the JKA/WF Americas Profit and Loss statement for November 2009 to May (reads October) 2010.  In summary, there is over $6719 profit that is available for support of the JKA/WF America National Team Members for next year’s World Tournament.  

Mr. Nagatomo reported that the Dan registration certifications are late due to the fact that only one person creates the certificate.  Mr. Nagatomo has followed up with Mr. Kobayashi and has received a commitment from him to get the Dan certificates to JKA/WF Americas soon. 

There was discussion about an instructor from Mexico that was administrating his own Dan Examination without proper certification from JKA.  Mr. Koyama has asked for information that verifies this action.

Mr. Koyama expressed his thoughts on Bushido and JKA’s Dojo Kun.  He emphasized the idea of how we need to do a better job of tying in our Dojo Kun with every day living and gave examples of Ichiro Suzuki, Seattle baseball player.  

The meeting was adjourned.
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